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At a General Meeting of the Society for 
Propagating the Goſpel in Fo- 
reign Parts, Friday the 18th of Fe- 
bruary 170}. | 


Greed, That the Thanks of the | 
Society be given to the Lord | 
Biſhop of Salisbury, for his Sermon | 
reach'd this Day in the Church of 
t. Mary=le-Bow. 


Agreed, That his Lordſhip be de- 
ſired to print the ſame. 


John Chamberlayne, Secretary. 
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Malachi I. Ver, xi 


For from the riſing of the Sun unte the 
Tl: going down of the ſame, My Name ſhall 
"| -be great among the Gentiles: and in 
"| every place, Incenſe ſball be offered unta 
my Name, and a pure Offering: for my 
Name ſhall be Great among the Heathen, 


d ſaith the Lord of Hoſts 
nlp 


f 


— 


I is one of the darkeſt parts of Providence, 
that God ſhould have choſen the People of 
one Race and Nation, to be his Peculiar, 
bleſſed with good Laws, and ſuch a degree 

of the Knowledge of his Nature, as delivered them 
from the Blindneſs of all other Nations, who 

| ſeemed as forſaken and left to the Tyranny of the 
God of this World; by which means Superſtition, 
Idolatry, and Magick, beſides the Immoralities of 
all kinds, broke in upon them, and corrupted 
them. But ſuch is the force of Prejudice, that 

tho' to an indifferent Qbſerver, it is much more 
ſuitable to the Attributes of God, that He ſhould 

at laſt bleſs all Nations with the Knowledge of His 

d B Name, 
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Name, than that it ſhould be for ſome Ages cot 
fined to one only; yet this was the great Rock of 
Offence to the Jews, when they ſaw the Apoſtle; 


preached the Goſpel to all Nations as well as to 
them, with this only difference, that they offered | | 


firſt to the Jews, and then to the Gentiles. They 


were offended at our Saviour's mean Appearance, | 
not as a Conquerour, to reſtore the Kingdom, and! 


to ſubdue all about them, as David did, in whoſe | 
Throne the Meſſias was to fir: from which they! 


inferrd, that he was to Gird his Sword upon his T high, 
and to conquer all his Enemies. | 
This did riſe to higher degrees of Fury, when 
the Apoſtles addreſſed themſelves to the Gentile, 
and received them into equal Privileges with the 
Jews, without obliging them to Circumciſion, or 
the Obſervance of the Moſaical Law. And yea 


they might have ſeen very expreſs Promiſes of thi 

gen avi. from God's firft Covenant with Abraham, in whoſe 
ig. Seed all the Nations of the Earth were to be bleſſed, 
xvi. 4. Which was renewed to Iſaac and to Jacob. While 
ur the time of the Meſſas coming was advancing neare þ 


and nearer, the Prophecies grew fuller and clearer 


by a gradual Encreaſe, as the Sky grows brighter i 
when the Sun is nearer riſing : this great and to 


us moſt happy opening of the Light, in the Pro- 
miſes made of the calling the Gentile World, ad- 
vanced by degrees. | 


* 
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7 We have in the whole Book of the Pſalus, ma- 

1; ny Intimations of God's being to be magnified 

%o among the Nations, that is, the Gentiles, as well as 

|; | by the People, that is, the Jewyh Nation. Jfaiah 1 
bey carries this on in clearer Predictions chiefly towards 4 =.” 
\ce | the end of his Prophecy: particularly in his laſt * 


. to the 
0 Effects of his being cut off, and their being to be = 4 
1 no more his People. But now Prophecy was to „ 


be ſealed up: it ended in Malachi. And this ſeems 
hen] do be the end of the firſt Period, unto which Daniel 
divided his Weeks, which is ſeven Weeks or forty 
the] nine Years, according to the Obſervation of a Ve- 
nerable and Learned Prelate of this Church. 

| Thelc begin at the Commandment that Nehe- 
be miaß brought over to build Jeruſalem. He was 
then probably a young Man, the King's Cup- 
2 bearer: for as we ſee by Daniel, the Eaſtern Princes 


hie uſed to have ſuch ſtand before them. He was con- Neb. xii. 


firmed in his Authority twelve year after this: ſo 
that if we allow him 30 Years more of Life, (no 
great Age in all) that will carry us down to the 

| laſt of theſe ſeven Weeks. 
| Malachi in ſeveral parts of his Prophecy charges 
the Jews, but more particularly the Prieſts, for 
fome Corruptions that were contrary to the Re- 
farmation made by Nehemiah : fo it is probable 
B 2 that 


= f Chapter. Daniel is the fulleſt of all as to the Time A, 4 
and the Uſage of the Meſſas, and as to the terrible en 


Neh. v. 6. 
x. 30, 0 


the end. 


— 


chat this Prophecy was given out ſome few Years 
after his Death. Nebemiah had taken the People; 
Oaths and Seals to obſerve the Laws of Moſes, in 
ſeveral Inſtances, particularly in their Oblations, 
the releaſe of Jubilee, the not taking Uſury, and 
the not Marrying with the Heathen Nations round 
about them. Ir is not to be doubted, but a Man 
of ſo good a Mind as Nehemiah s was, when for— 


tified by the Authority of the King of Perſia, would 


take care of a Covenant ſo ſolemnly made by his 


Mal. i. 7. 


11. 10, io 


own Order. And it is to be preſumed, that the 
7ews had ſome ſenſe of their Obligations to him, 
ar leaſt for ſome time after his Death: A Delive- 
rer is not every where ſoon forgotten: yet when 
Malachi propheſied, they were offering polluted Bread 
and blemiſhed Sacrifices, and by theſe they pre- 


faned the Altar and the Table of the Lord. They were 


dealing treacherouſly againſt their Brethren, and marry- 
ing the Daughters of a ſtrange God; that is, Idolaters. 


Ihe Prophet upon that tells them, in the Name of 


God, that he had no Pleaſure in them, and that he 


would not accept an Offering at their hand. 

And that they might not upon that preſume ſo 
far as to think that God could not "lt them off, 
tor then He would have none to worſhip Him, 
he in the words of the Text propheſies, that an 
Offering ſhould be made unto God from the riſing 
of the Sun, even unto the going down of the ſame ; that 


is, 


„12 


— 
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ars is, Oyer the whole face of the Earth, expreſſed as it 
les was then underſtood, by one Hemiſphere, over 
in which the Sun did riſe and ſer: but ſince we do 
ns, now know the Courſe of the Heavenly Bodies, as. 
nd well as the Earch's being inhabited quite round, 
nd ſuch Phraſes as theſe are not to be taken ſtrictly, but 
lan do import the whole Race of Mankind, unleſs we 
or- will reſtrain the Prophecy to the Roman Empire: 
ald to all the parts of which the Chriſtian Religion 
his was quickly carried after the firſt Commiſſion 
the given to the der But it may be reaſonably 
m, enough ſuppoſed, that there is a time marked in 
VC the Councils of God in which this Everlaſting Gol-_ 
en pel is to be preached to every Creature under Heaven,, 
cad in which the Name of God will be great among the Gen- 
ro- tiles; that is, He will be honoured and worſhipped 
ere by them, for that is properly the halloming or 
H. „ i 1 1... 
IS. Trcenſe is the Emblem of Prayer: It was laid over 
of a Cenſer of Coals, and ſet on the Altar in the holy 
he place, where it continued ſmoaking, till the next. 
return of the daily Sacrifice. The ſweet Savour, 
ſo the long continuance of its ſmall and fragrant 
ff, Steams, and its being always on the Altar, from the 
n, one hour of Sacrifice to the next, carry ſuch plain, 
an # alluſions to Prayer, that it is not neceſſary to inſiſt, 
ng longer on this matter. David deſires that 2 Prayer Pal cl., 
at | might be ſet forth before God as Incenſe. Theſe are © 


the 


8 - — - . - * 
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Great High Prieſt. So that by Incenſe here, is not 


Rev. vii. the Odours and Prayers of the Saints whoſe Breaſts 


mult be ſet a flaming by a Coal from the Altar, 
as well as the Prayers muſt be offered up by their 


to be meant the burning Perfumes in our Tem- 


ples, or at our Worſhip, but in a prophetick figure, 


this foretels, that pure and . N Prayers 


ſhould be offered up to God, in all che parts of 
the World. 


A pure Offering, or Mincha, is a term that has oc- 


caſioned ſome Diſpute. It is true, that the Meat- 


Levit. ii. 1. 


offerings that were made of Meal and Oil are ge- 
nerally expreſſed by the word Mincha, rendred here 
Offering; from thence ſome of the Church of Rome do 
infer, that this is a Prophecy concerning that which 
they call the Sacrifice f the Maſs: and that it is here 
foretold that an Offering of Bread ſhouldbe made 


te God all the World over. In the true ſenſe of 
ſuch an Oblation of Meal, we are not much con- 
cerned, tho' this were admitted to be here meant, 
for we offer Bread and Wine on the Altar : and in 


that ſenſe this was and may be ſtill called a Sacri- 
fice. But if the Doctrine of the Church of Rome 
is true, there is no breaden Sacrifice among them: 
but only the ſhew and appearance of it; for they 


believe the Subſtance of the Bread as gone, when 


they offer it up to God. 


The 


T9 
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great Mincha, which by another Phraſe was called 


The word made uſe of here, does not neceſſa- 
rily inferr an Oblation of Bread; but any Oblation Sea,, 
in general. The Preſents that Jacob ſent to ap- xi. 11. 
peaſe his Brother Eſau, and thoſe he ſent to Egypt, 
are called Mincha : which ſhews, that in Moſes time 
the word ſtood in a larger ſenſe for any Gift or 
Oblation. And this is {till ſo univerſally under- 
ſtood by the Jews, that they call the whole daily 
Worſhip, and all that time in which they think 
Men are obliged to offer up their Morning and Rustorfß. 
Evening Prayers, by the name Mincha. They call 
the great Micha, all the time in the Morning from 
the Sun riſing till about ten a Clock: in ſome part 
of which every Man, they hold, is obliged to ſay 
his Morning Prayers; and likewiſe all that time 
in the Evening from the declining of the Sun, a 
little paſt Noon, till his ſetting, was called the 


the Time between the two Evenings. 

St. Peter went to Prayer when the great Mimcha Acts x. 9. 
began, and the little Mincha was the hour in which 
the daily Sacrifice and the Incenſe was offered in . 
the Temple, which was about nine in the morning, 
and till that was over, they did not break their 
Faſt: So that St. Peter ſaid the Apoſtles could not 
be ſuppoſed to be drunk, fince it was not the third , 13 
hour of the day when they were filled with the 
Holy Ghoſt on the great Pentecoſt. This was called 

the 
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Kings the Meat-offering, by the figure of a part for th 
whole, for it ſtands ſometimes for the whole Morn- 
ing Service. The Evening little Mincha; begun 
after three a Clock. This was their ninth hour, 
As ü. i. called the hour of Prayer, in which St. Peter and St. 
*:3* John went into the Temple, and at that hour Cornelius 
was praying, and was by an Angel directed to ſend 
for St. Peter. By all this it is plain, that by Mincha 
we are to underſtand the daily Service and Wor- 
ſhip of God: and that no Inference can be made 
from the more reſtrained ſenſe of this Mincha, that 
ts here well rendred Offering. | 
So the meaning of this Prophetick paſſage is, 
chat whereas the Knowledge of God was then con- 
fined to one Nation, and reſtrained to one Place, 
that was to be opened afterwards to all Nations and 
in all Places; and when the Lord whom they ſought, 
and the Meſſenger of the Covenant in whom they de- 
lizhted ſhould come, he would come as a Refiners Fire: 
and 'purifie the Sons of Levi, and purge them as Gold 
and Silver: So that they - ſhould offer to the Lord in 
Righteouſneſs. 1 B53 
Then the Doctrine of this Meſias was to be 
ſpread to all the Ends of the Earth : At firſt, and 
that very quickly, over the Roman Empire, that 
was then underſtood by the term that ſtrictly ſig- 
nifies the habitable World. This was accompliſhed 
to the amazement of the whole World, when a few 
| poor 


Mal. iii. 
„ . 


6 


Propagation of the Guſpel e 


poor Fiſhermen, by virtue of that Power that they 
received from on high, went out from Jeruſalem, firſt 
co Syria, then to Arabia, afterwards to Cyprus, and 
over all Aſia the leſſer: next to Marcedonia, and 
fram thence to all Greece, as far as to Corinth, in 
which the Prophecy of Zechary was more fully 
accompliſhed than in the Perſons of the Maccabees, ,, , ._ 
That the Sons of Zion ſhould be raiſed againſt the Sons 13. 
of Greece, and be made as the Sword of a mighty man to 
conquer and ſubdue. From Greece the Goſpel went 
to Ihricum: and it reached at laſt even to Rome it 
ſelf; from whence it was ſpread into the other 
| Towns of Tah; and that in little more than in 
| twenty Years time. 
Here the Scripture Accounts fail us: for the 

deſign in delivering theſe Tranſactions in the Ca- 
non of the Scripture, was not to inform us about 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory ; but to ſhew us how the 
Prophecies concerning the Calling of the Gentile 
World, and of the Roman Empire, to the Know- 
ledge of the Meſſias, before the utter Rejection of 
the Jews, and the Deſtruction: of Jeruſalem, how 
theſe, I ſay, were accompliſhed. The Hiſtory of 
the Church is very detective with relation to its 
firſt and beſt times: yet enough remains to ſhew 
us how ſpeedy a Progreſs the Goſpel made. Not 
to mention what we find in Tacitus, Pliny, and even 
in Lucian himſelis, This was an evident Com- 
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Mat. xx1v- of the Kingdom (of God) 


14. 


pletion of our Sayiour's Prophecy, that the Goſpel 


World, for a Witneſs to all Nations, before the End 


ſhould come; that is, before the Jewiſh Nation ſhould 


be deſtroyed, and their me be burnt down. 
All the Malice and diligence of the Jews, both in the 
Calumnies that they caft on the Apoſtles and their 
firſt Converts, and the Perſecution that they ſtirred 
up againſt them, was not able to oppoſe that Spirit 
and Power with which they both preached and 
wrought Miracles: nor could the more authorized 
Violences of the Heathens, tho they had the Laws 
on their fide, and the Power in their hands, ſtifle 
or deſtroy this great Work of God : which was 
ſpread as well as purged by every new Perſecution : 
and in them all became more than Conquerour; 
fo chat it filled the whole Empire, and at laſt it ſub- 
dued the very Emperours themſelves. 

| Theſe were the firſt glorious days of the Church. 
This was its head of Gold, pure and unallayed. 
There were afterwards great Acceſſions made to 
this Holy Religion. In theſe too much mixture is 
to be found. Policy and Intereſt appear to have 
had their large ſhare. In ſucceeding Ages Fraud 
and'Fable were too much imployed : and Violence 
and Force at laft robbed the Church of its true 


Glory; much more than could be ballanced by all 


the addition of Numbers and Wealth thar came 


with 
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with it: ſo that Charles the Great, who made as much 


| Progreſs that way as any one ever yet did, in the 
end of his days came to reflect on all the methods 


he had long purſued, as directly contrary to the 


Rules of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and of the firſt 


Chriſtians, ſo that he concluded a long and wiſe 
Memorial prepared for a Synod of his Clergy thus, 


That he ought to change his meaſures, and do many things 


that he had not till then thought on; and that he onght 
to lay aſide many things that he had been purſuing ſo long. 


Theſe his wiſe and pious Reflections, were little 
conſidered by thoſe that came after him; who 
went on in the ſame Methods, or rather in worſe. 
lt pleaſed God about two hundred Year ago to 
open a new Scene. Great Diſcoveries were made, 
not only of the Eaſtern parts, of which we had 
ſome knowledge before, at leaſt of their Produ- 
ctions, tho we knew not how to come at them, till 
the Portugueeſe doubled the Cape of good Hope ; but 
likewiſe of the Weſtern World, of which we knew 
nothing before. The Methods of Providence are 
unſearchable: for here was a Harveſt, and that a 
great one, if it had fallen into good hands. The 


poor ignorant Natives were ſtruck with admira- 


tion of cheir new Maſters, and diſpoſed to an en- 


tire Submiſſion to them in all things, and might 
have been eaſily brought to the Faith of Chritt : 
but as the Chriſtianity that was offered them 
C 2 „ Was 
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was only a ritual matter, accompanied with no 
Inſtruction; ſo the unexampled Cruelties and Bar- 
barities that almoſt exceed belief with which they 
were treated, as they deſtroyed the 3 part of 
them, ſo they poſſeſſed the reſt which eſcaped that 
ſavage Treatment with ſuch unconquerable Preju- 
dices againſt a Religion, which they are not able to 
examine or to diſtinguiſh, but take it in the groſs, 


from what appeared in thoſe who firſt came among 
them, that twill be a Miracle indeed if ever they 
come to have juſt Impreſſions of it. Im the Eaſtern 
parts there was not ſtrength enough to make ſuch 


havock ; ſo other Methods were to be taken. 


Great are the Boaſtings made by the Church of 


Rome of their Miſſions in thoſe parts, and of thei; 
Succefles. But now, that other Nations have gor 
footing there, this is ſeen through, and we are bur 
too well aſſured how little we can rely on the pom- 
pous recitals that have been given out of Xaviere 
and their ſucceeding Miſſionaries. What a poor 
acceſſion thoſe nominal Chriſtians bring to the 
Church, is alas but too viſible. F 
If they made real Converts to Chriſtianity, not- 
withſtanding, all the allay of Superſtition that i; 
mixed with it, we ate taught by St. Paul to rejoice 
that Chriſt is preached. We are but too ſure that 
theſe are falſe muſters. Miracles reported at ſo 
great a diſtance, as done among poor and ignorant 
Multitudes, 


—_ 
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Mlultitudes, and atteſted by thoſe who intend to 
| raiſe the Luſtre of their Orders by ſuch Narratives, 


will not be eaſily credited by thoſe who have looked 
into their Practices nearer hand, where they are 
better known, and more ſtrictly examined. The 
Charge that one Body among themſelves has laid 
on the more boaſted Society, that is ſtill depending 
at Rome, goes deep, and is ſtrongly ſupported ; 
which is, that theſe Miſſionaries allow their Con- 
verts to aſſiſt in the Idolatrous Practices, Prayers and 
Sacrifices of the Heathens. This is denied by the 
Society, which pretends that theſe are only the Te- 
ſtimonies of civil Reſpect. Outward Appearances 


are certainly againſt them, and indifferent Perſons 


that have travelled in thoſe parts, do generally give 
it againſt them. 
They by teaching Aſtronomy, and reforming 


the Calendar, have much recommended themſelves 


to a Nation, fond of an exactneſs in thoſe things. 


Surgery and the Knowledge of Phyſick has alſo got 


them much Credit. Theſe are innocent and. ule- 


ful things, and tho they are not the Signs of an 
Apoſtolical Miſſion, yet they may be allowed as 
juſt and prudent means to procure a ready wel- 
come to the Preachers of a new Religion: but the 
Inſtructing thoſe Nations in the Tafticks- of War, 
and in the Inventions of making havock of Man- 
kind, by Bombs and other ſuch deſtructive Ma- 


chines, 


— 
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chines, and the inſinuating themſelves into the con- 
fidence of Princes, by acquainting them with ſuch 
pernicious Secrets, does not look like the Meſſen- 
gers of the Prince of Peace, who came not to deſtroy 
Mens Lives, but to ſave them. We have one great! Co 
and juſt prejudice againſt all the pretended Mira- 
cles given out by them, as done in thoſe parts, the 
which is, that we hear not of that great one, which! 
did not only authorize, but enable the Apoſtles to | wh 
execute their Commiſſton : and that was the Gift 
of Tongues. 
This conſiſted not in ſome ſingle miraculous 
Action, which {ome might affirm, while others 
denied it, and that was known only to a few: But 
this Miracle carried its own evidence with it: 
while every Man ſaw and heard ſome plain and 
illiterate Perſons, who were advanced in Years, and 
had been bred in another Country, and to another 
Language, or at leaſt to another Idiom, come a- 
mong them, and ſpeak to them in their own 
Language, without ſtaying till they had acquired 
it by Inſtruction and Practice, and yet ſpeaking it 
copioully and readily. An elevation of Thought, 
or a heat of Fancy, may carry a Man that has but 
an imperfect knowledge of a Language to ſpeak it 
on lome occaſions, much more correctly and flu- 
ently than he can do at other times, But it is only 


a ſupernatural Power, that can give a Man a Lan- 


guago 
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guage of which he knows nothing. And as this 


was the moſt convincing of all Miracles, becauſe 


the moſt evidently proved: fo it was the great 


mean that enabled the Apoſtles to execute their 
' Commiſſion. They muſt have made a {low Pro- 


greſs, if they had been obliged to ſtay and learn 


the Language of every Country where they came; 
or to have furniſhed themſelves with Interpreters, 
| which we know is but a cold way of Intercourſe, 
not apt to make great Impreſſion. 


Thus our Goſpel was at firft opened, and theſe 
were the firſt Credentials of the Apoſtolick Com- 


miſſion: and the nature of the thing ſeems to ſug- 


geſt, that as God is Uniform in all his ways; ſo 
if there is a Time marked by Him in which 
the World is to be converted by a miracu- 
lous Authority, that ſome meaſure of the ſame Gift 
will be again poured out. So that all Miracles, 
when they are without this, are juſtly to be ſuſpected 
on this very account. It is confeſſed that this is 
wanting: ſo that a few words of a ſtrange Lan- 


guage is all that they pretend they can ſpeak, and that 


s not eaſily acquired, and when they have conned 


them, they are ſcarce underſtood by the People. 


Till ſomewhat of this appears we have reaſon to 
| conclude, that the deſign of Propagating the Goſ- 


pel, is to be managed only by ſuch Methods as 
Wiſdom and Zeal can ſuggeſt, without any more 
imme 
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by thoſe who enquire into them, and are willing 
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immediate Interpoſition from above in extraordi- 
nary and miraculous Aſſiſtances. 


0 
* 
p . 


If ir is then asked, how is this great Work 
to be ſet about? Or is it to be laid aſide on 
the pretence of ſtaying till the time in which 
ſupernatural and extraordinary Calls and Al- 
ſiſtances come down from Heaven? It muſt 


be acknowledged the Work is difficult, and tha: 


we muſt not look for ſpeedy or ſurprizing Suc- 


ceſſes: We cannot offer to the wild Natives of 


theſe parts thoſe Arguments that are convincing in 
theſe parts of the World, where a Series of con- 
curring Hiſtories, a Succeſſion of many Ages and 
Manulcripts that appear evidently to be of a grea: 
and eſtabliſhed Antiquity, give proofs of Facts in 
the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity that cannot be denied 


4 


to be ſatisfied about them. But no part of all this 


can be offered to Infidel and Savage Nations : who 


know not what Books are, nor what a Series of 


Time is; and ſo cannot be convinced by ſuch Ar- 
guments, by which the Miracles that gave Autho- 
rity to our Holy Faith, chiefly thoſe of the Refſur- 
rection and Aſcenſion of the Son of God, and che 
Effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, are proved to be true. 
Wie have indeed other Arguments that may make 
a deep Impreſſion on them, if hearkened to. We 
may, in imitation of the firſt Apologiſts for Chri- 
n YE JUONIW e e a, 


with relation to another State: 
more ſuitable theſe are both to the Attributes of 


— h— _— tt 


— 


Propagation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts. 


17 


ſtianity, ſhew them how preferable our Religion is 
to theirs: How much juſter our apprehenſions of 
God are, and how pure and ſimple our Worſhip 
is, in oppoſition to their groſs Fables, wild Con- 
ceits, and barbarous or ludicrous ways of Worſhip. 


We can ſhew them what our Hopes and Fears are 
and how much 


God and to the Nature of Man, than their apprehen- 
ſions are. We can ſhew them what the Purity of 
our Religion is, in that inward Holineſs that is 
formed in our Minds, and that ſpreads it ſelf thro 
all our Thoughts and Deſigns, as well as thro all 
our Words and Actions: we can ſhew them how 
perfect and amiable a thing this inward and uni- 
form Virtue is, and what wonderful Effects it muſt 
have on Mankind where it is received, mutual 
Confidence and univerlal Love rendring all Men 
not only fate, but happy in one another. 

Theſe are things that they may be made capable 
of, and the repreſenting theſe oft to them muſt 
and will, in concluſion, produce great effects a- 
mong chem, elpecially it chey ſee that the Perſons 
who propoic all this to them ſeem to believe it 
themicives. 


fels a Religion, which, rude and ſavage as they 
are, they muſt needs lee in the Lives of thoſe 
D called 


For indeed it will be a ſhameleſs 
thing o offer co perſuade them to believe and pro- 
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calle! Chriſtians, that they are not convinced 
themſelves of thoſe very things of which Hey talk 
ſo magnificently to others. Here certainly all 
the Attempts that are to be made on others muſt 
begin. 

The moral part of the Chriftian Religion is 
that which will moſt effectually recommend ir. 
This is viſible and ſenſible to every Man : none 
are of ſo low a fize, but they muſt conclude, that 
a Religion which makes Men juſt and charitable, 
ſober and modeſt, ſincere and faithful, compaſſio- 
nate and generous, has excellent Characters on it: 
On the other hand, all Men will make a quick 
Inference againſt a Religion, that conſiſts only in 
a Name, and in ſome Opinions and Forms: and 
that has no other effects on Mens Tempers and 
Lives, but that they outwardly profeſs it, and 
have a concern for it, as Men are apt to have for 
the Honour of their Country, or of their Friends: 
that they aſſiſt at ſome publick Acts of it, with 
perhaps as little Reverence and Seriouſneſs, as 
thoſe of other Religions do ſhew upon their So- 
lemnities; but that with all this, they are both 
ignorant of their Religion, and negligent in every 
periormance of it: and in all their Dealings with 
others they are deceitful and cruel, falſe and perfi- 
dious : and beſides all this, are vicious and brutal in 
their Appetites and Paſſions: Here is ſuch a fence 


of 


of Prejudices, that no Arguments will be able to 
break thro' it. But the Prejudices will be ſo much 
the ſtronger, if in this very Religion, that they 
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profeſs, while they do thus diſgrace it, there are 
plain and expreſs Rules given, contrary to all theſe 
Practices. This will fortifie Men in their ill Opi- 


nion of ſuch Perſons to a degree not eaſily to be 


conquered. 


The chief ſtrength of the firſt Apologies for 
Chriſtianity lay, in the Appeals that they made to 
the Heathen World, concerning the change that 
was viſible in thoſe who became Chriſtians: in 
their Juſtice and Probity, their Humility and So- 
briety, and above all things, in their mutual Love 
to one another. This was ſo true and ſo evident, 


that two of the greateſt Enemies of our Religion, Lucian, 
do own it to be ſo. There is certainly a greater Julian 


cloſeneſs of arguing, and a better thread of diſ- 
courſe in our modern Apologies: but they have 
little Effect, chiefly on this Account, that we dare 
not make thoſe Appeals: but muſt on the contrary 
appeal from the Lives of the greater part of Chri- 
ſtians, to the Rules of Life given in theſe Books, 
in which this Religion is contained. 

How true the Prejudices are that J have been 
now ſuggeſting, againſt moſt of the Chriſtians that 
go among TInfidels, is but too plain to all who 
know the State of our Colonies. In {ome of them 

D 2 nothing 
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nothing is purſued but Gain and Luxury: in o-] E 
thers that lie wider, and more out of View, a | I 
groſs Ignorance and a ſtupid Unconcernedneſs in | P. 
every thing that relates to Nee is but too vi- 

ſible. They go from hence but ill inſtructed : te 


and that ſmall meaſure of Knowledge not being! 2 
improved by Reading and Converſation, it mui b 
wear out and {ink to nothing. Their Children | © 
muſt be yet more ignorant than themſelves, unleſs | 4 
they are better furniſhed than they are both with | tl 
Schools and Books. The narrow Proviſion of £ 
thoſe who ſerve in the Goſpel there, makes tha: a 
they cannot furniſh themſelves with Books, and \ 
the other means of Study, unleſs they are bette: J 
alliſted. [ 

Our Deſigns upon Aliens and Infidels muſt be- . 
gin in the Inſtructing and Reforming our own F 
People, in opening Schools every where, in ſend- | 
ing over Books of good Inſtruction, and above all | 


things, in encouraging and preparing many La- 

bourers to go into that Harveſt. I know the Þ 

common ill diſpoſition that many have to tho 

of our Profeſſion, will carry them to caſt the 

heavielt part of the blame on us: and I will not 

deny but that in this reſpect, as well as in many 

more, we have great reaſon to humble our ſelyes 

before God. But it muſt be confeſſed, that a 

long Voyage, a ſtrange Countrey, and a very (mal! 
Encou- 
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Encouragement, that is both narrow and preca- 
rious, are things that will always make great Im- 
preſſions on Fleſh and Blood. 

Theſe things muſt be in ſome meaſure alter d 
to the better if we would ſet this matter roundly 
a going. If the Numbers of the Labourers could 
be encreaſed, Schools be opened, and Books ſent 
over, here would be both more Encouragement, 
as well as more matter to work with. As for 
the Natives, ſuch of chem as have not our Lan- 
ouage, and are paſt their Youth, and that come 
among us full of Prejudice, it is not eaſie to (ay, 
what can be done to them. Bur if they were 
juſtly dealt with, and gently treated by our Peo- 
ple; if they ſaw as much cauſe to eſteem us for 
our Morals, as they do to admire us for our Inge- 
niouſneſs; this might diſpoſe them in time to 
think well both of us and of our Religion. This 
might give them a deſire to come under our Pro- 
tection, and to become our Friends and Allies: 
and from hence every thing might be hoped for 
in due time; of which we ſee ſome very pro- 
mifing beginnings already. They might be 
moved to fend their Children among us to be 
taught both our Language and our Religion. 

This muſt indeed be a work of time: former 
ill uſage muſt be forgot : all Prejudices muſt be 
conquer d, by a conſtant courle of Juſtice and 


Tender- 
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Tenderneſs towards them. If theſe Methods were 


— 


taken, and ſteadily purſued in a ſeries of ſome 


Years, we cannot doubt but the effect of them 
would begin ſoon to appear. 


Bleſſed be they of the Lord who do effectually 
apply themſelves to promote this Great and Glo— 
rious Work, here at home, as well as abroad: 
for indeed the Springs muſt begin here. You 
great Dealers in Trade, who have had fo plen- 
::tul a Harveſt in Temporal things, from the Pro- 
ductions of thoſe Countries, and from the In- 
duſtry of our Colonies ſettled among them, are, 
in a more eſpecial manner, bound to miniſter to 
them in Spiritual things, at leatt in the means 
that may procure them to them. 

It is the Glory of this City, and a Glory far 


beyond the Magnificence of its Buildings, or the 


O 


Vaſtneſs of its Trade, that it is the greateſt Fond 
of Charities now in the World. A Fond never 
to be exhauſted, and of Charities that are neither 
corrupted with Vanity nor Superſtition. 

Some Years ago a few Gentlemen, with ſome 
of the Clergy and others, entred upon a No- 
ble Deſign for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledoe. 
That was ſet on foot at a time when the Nation 
was charged with heavy Taxes ; no great Encou- 
ragement for ſuch an Undertaking : yet by the 
Bleſſing of God on their pious Attempts, the mat- 
ter has ſucceeded beyond all Mens Expectation, 

while 
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| while no Law ſer it on, and no great nor publick 


Stock was engaged in it: yet it ſtill went on, and 
did ſpread its ſelf into many parts of the Nation: 
Schools were ſet up in many Places, both in this 
Great City and in the Country; in which Chil- 
dren are clothed and taught at the Charge of che 
free Contributers. Books are printed and ſent 
about over the Nation: And in a few Years time, 


this matter has gained ſo much ſtrength and Re- 
putation, that we may juſtly reckon it ſo wel! 


fixed, that it will make a greater Progreſs, and 
is paſt the danger of mifcarrying. 

But as Charity never faileth, ſo the Zeal of thoſe 
charitable Perſons, whoſe Names ought to be had 
in perpetual remembrance, was not confined 
within the four Seas: it took a freer courte, even 
to the four Winds of Heaven, to the remote and 
dark Corners of the Earth. They entred on the 
Deſign of ſupplying our Factories and Plantations, 
with the means of Propagating Chriſtin Know- 
ledge among them. But to make the Manage- 
ment legal and ſafe, under Royal Protection, and 
to bring in more to aſſiſt in the Execution of that 
which was too great for a {mall Handful; Ap- 
plication was made to His late Majeſty, whoſe 
Memory will be ever Glorious among us, let ſome 
do what they can to blemiſh it. He very readi- 
ly approved of it, and ordered 2 Charter: for ma- 


king 


| 
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may be done if well aſſiſted, do Addreſs ou: 
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king them a Corporation. This was among the | 


laſt of the publick Actions of a Life, that had N 


been all imployed in defending and ſecuring truc 
Religion, both here and elſewhere. It was ſuit— 
able to all that had gone before, that, towards the 
End of it, He ſhould give Life and Authority tc 
ſo glorious an Undertaking, which is now unde: 
the particular Favour and Protection of Her Ma. 
jeſty, whole Heart is eminently ſet on all noble. 
pious, and charitable Deſigns, chiefly ſuch as pro- 
mote Religion. 

This Corporation was no ſooner formed than 
a great many more came in and concurred in it 
ſome in the Church and others of the Laity, nob!: 
by their Blood, but much nobler by their Faith 
and Charity, joined to ſet the Work a going, and 
to try what could be either done at prelent, or put 
in a hopeful and promiſing way for the future 


There has been a noble Liberality in thoſe who 


have ſupported chis now theſe Three Years, beſides 


a great Gift of a Thouſand Pounds from one cha- 
ritable, but unknown Hand: the more charitable 
towards God, becauſe unknown to Men, who 


would have no Share of her Reward on Earth. 


that ſhe might have it full, ſhalen together, and 


running over in Heaven, We having now gone 
ſo far in this Matter, that we ſee how much more 


ſelves 
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ſelves in the firſt place to this great City, and to the 


* ſeveral Bodies in it that are the moſt concerned in 
* thoſe Parts, to invite them to join in this pious and 


1 
1 


© charitable Undertaking, 


Shall I need to uſe any Arguments in a Matter 
that is ſo plain, and that calls ſo loudly to you? 
Shall I tell you what Reproaches are caſt on the 
Reformation on this very account by thoſe of the 
Church of Rome, who tell us often of their nume- 


rous Miſſions, and more numerous Converts ; 


and make this one of the Marks of a true Church 


which they claim to themſelves, and accuſe us of 
the Reformation, as falſe Churches, for our Neglect 
in this. Let us not ſtudy to deny or to leſſen 
any part of this; for whatever the Deſigns of the 

overning part of that Church and of the famous 
pcie may be, yet ſtill it is to be confeſſed, that 

reat and laudable Attempts have been made by 
Log among them : and that many have labour- 
ed in it with much pious Zeal, and indefatigable 
Induſtry, and that, under great Difficulties and 
many Hardſhips, and much Suffering. Bur in- 
ſtead of leſſening what may be due to them, or 
of obſerving what may be amiſs among them. 
Let us confeſs that we deſerve ſevere Cenlures; 
and let us ſtudy to anſwer them for the future, by 


more Zeal and greater Diligence. 


Shal! 


I 
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Shall I tell you what we have often heard as a 
National Reflection, that none of the Proteſtant 
Churches have been ſo faulty in this reſpect, as 
we of this Church and Nation, while none had 
greater Advantages, in well eſtabliſhed and po- 
pulous Colonies, and in the vaſt Returns of a 
molt advantageous Trade. Let us not enter into 
Arguments upon this Calculation, but fall on the 
moſt real ones to confute it for the future. 

Let not our Plantations themſelves have Cauſe 
to accule us, that while they are hard at work 
for us, and while their Productions are ſo charged, 
that they have but a ſmall part of the Gain 
that is made by them, ſo that they are too low to 
contribute much this way, yet that thoſe among 
as, whoſe Dealings with them God has bleſſed 
with the hundred fold even in this World, are 
backward in aſſiſting them in their Spiritual Con- 
cerns, when they are beginning to offer towards 
it themſelves, even beyond their Strength. 

In a Word, while our Colonies are as ſo man 
Mines of Wealth to us, and while ſuch vaſt Num- the 


bers of Seamen are imployed in ſo many hundreds i ul 
of Ships as go backwards and forwards every Vear of 
in thoſe Voyages, which breeds up a flouriſhing 85. 
Nurſery for our Fleets, that are the beſt Defence 1 
of our Nation; while we have ſo many Bleſſings 81 
coming home daily, ſhall we take no Care to A 


ſecure 
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ſecure thoſe Bleſſings to us and to our Brethren 
in thoſe Plantations ? Shall we treat them not as 


Brethren, but as Beaſts of Burden, and Creatures 
only made for Labour ? Shall we export nothing 
for the good of their Souls, while we import ſo 
much for the raiſing our own Wealth from their 
Induſtry. Let every one look up to God, and 
then look into himſelf, and reflect on the Bleſſings 
he has received from God, and on the ſcanty Re- 
turns he has hitherto made for them. Let us con- 
ſider that there lies a particular Demand on our 
Charity, when the Occaſion bears a Proportion 
to the Bleflings that have been received: Let 
thoſe who have a true Zeal for the Honour of our 
Church, contribute to raiſe her Glory, which hi- 
therto has been too little advanced this way, while 
thoſe who divide from us in New-Enoland, ſeem 
to have provoł d us to Jealouſie on this Account. 
Let us all conſider one another to provoke one ano- 
ther to Love and to good Works. Let not the Ob- 
jections that may be made againſt the thing, as if 
the Deſign were hopeleſs and muſt be unſucceſs- 
ful, ſhut up any Man's Hand or his Heart. Things 


of this nature muſt go on flowly, and meet with 


great Obſtructions and many Difficulties, chiefly 
at firſt; But when we conſider the gradual Pro- 
greſs, that the civilizing of Nations, and that all 
Arts and Sciences have made, where no extraor- 
8 dinary 
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dinary Bleſſing from God is to be expected, have 
we not much more Reaſon to expect Succeſ;, 
where the Work is ſo acceptable to God, that a 
more than ordinary Bleſſing may be well looked 


for, if we are not wanting on our Part. At leaſt the 


ſetting about and the promoting luch a pious De- 
{ſign will not want its Reward, even tho it ſhould 
want its Succeſs. 

I hope none will ſay, that while Taxes lie ſo 
heavy, new Charities ought not to be propoſed, 
The face of Wealth and of Expence that appears 
over the whole Nation, but moſt eminently in 
this City, ſhews that the Charge we lie under, 
does not ſo much as reſtrain Luxury, Vanity, and 
Prodigality: And what Shame will it be if Charity 
is the only thing to be reſtrained by it? 

I will not go into a Subject that is foreign both 
to my Profeſſion, and to my preſent Purpoſe ; but 
thoſe who pretend to Calculate the beſt, tell us, 
that under all this Charge, che Stock and Wealth 
of the Nation is not impaired, but conſiderably 
encreaſed: If they reckon right, it muſt be con- 
feſſed that this looks like one of the moſt amazing 
Paradoxes in Providence. While God ſeems to 
go out of his common Courſe in bleſſing us, Shall 


we ſtudy to do nothing ſuitable to ſuch unuſual 
Methods? 


; A fe- 
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ve A Reformation of Manners, which I name the 
6, | more willingly, becauſe the Deſigns that way 
a and this which I now recommend, were, as it 
ed þÞ were, Twins, ſet on foot near the ſame time, and 
he ] chiefly by the ſame Perſons: 4 Reformation of 
e- Manners I ſay, and an abounding in ſuch Charities 
ld as this now before you, may be an eſſectual Means 

of lengthening out our Tranquility and Proſpe- 


ſo rity, and of bringing down a Bleſſing on the Pub- 
d.] lick Councils of the Kingdom, on Her Majeſty's 


is þ Perſon, whom God long preſerve, and on Her 
in | Government, and all Her Glorious Undertakings. 
et, This will both ſecure to us all our Bleſſings in 
nd this Life, and lay up a Foundation againſt the time 
ity to come. Let us therefore, as God has bleſſed 

every one of us, and moſt particularly as any of 
th us have been bleſt in our Concerns in thoſe Parts; 


p, 
ut WF let us, I ſay, with all Readineſs and Cheerfulneſs of 
s, , Mind, ſet about this Work of Faith, and Labour of 
th Love, with the Patience of Hope, in our Lord Jeſus 
ly Chriſt, as in the Sight of God and our Father, know- 


n- ing that our Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. 
18 

to To whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt let us 
|! offer up all Honour, Praiſe and Glory, both now 
al i and for evermore. Amen. 
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